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The Alvará de Ley of King John V 

of Portugal 

20th of August 1721 
 

 

 I the King make known to those who see this Alvará of Law that 

by representing me the Director and Censors of the Royal Academy of 

Portuguese History, Ecclesiastic and Secular, that trying to examine by 

themselves, and by the Academics, the ancient Monuments existing and 

to be found in the Kingdom, from the times when the Phoenicians, 

Greeks, Persians, Romans, Goths and Arabs dominated it, thought that 

many [of these ancient Monuments] that might have existed in 

buildings, statues, marbles, cippus [pillars], plates, metal sheets, 

medals, coins and other artefacts due to neglect and ignorance of the 

ordinary [people] have been destroyed, therefore losing a proper and 

adequate means of verifying many facts about the venerable antiquity 

both Sacred and Political; and that it would be very convenient for the 

sake of truth and knowledge of past centuries, that in what remained of 

such memories, and in those that in time might be discovered, avoid 

this loss that could affect greatly the glory of the Portuguese Nation, 

not only in matters concerning secular history, but also the sacred one, 

which are the purpose of the referred Academy: and wishing to 

contribute with my royal power to avoid such a visible damage and such 

harm to the reputation and glory of ancient Lusitania, the domain and 

sovereignty of which God granted me. I consider right that from now 

on no person of any condition, quality and position whatsoever shall 

part with, or destroy entirely or partially, any building that appears to 

be of those times, even if partially ruined, and to the same extent 

statues, marbles and cippus on which any figures may be carved, or 

which have Phoenician, Greek, Roman, Gothic and Arabic inscriptions, 

or plates, or sheets of any metal that may contain the referred 

inscriptions or letters, as well as medals, or coins that appear to be of 

those times, nor of any preceding 
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the reign of king Sebastian [1557-78], nor shall [any person] conceal or 

keep out of sight any of the above-mentioned things; and I charge the 

councils of the cities and villages of the Kingdom [to] have indeed 

particular care to conserve and keep all the above-mentioned 

antiquities, and have equal concern for those [antiquities] discovered 

presently or from now on within the limits of their districts, and as soon 

as any new [antiquity] is found they will report it to the Secretary of the 

referred Royal Academy so that he transmits it to the Director and 

Censors and other Academicians: and the referred Director and Censors 

having received the news may make the necessary arrangements to 

ensure that the discovered monument is conserved in the best way; and 

if what has been found and newly discovered are metal sheets, plates or 

medals containing images, or written letters, or also coins of gold, 

silver, copper or any other metal, the Director and Censors may order 

their purchase with funds that I gave for the expenses of the referred 

Academy, and the persons of quality that infringe this order of mine 

shall part with the buildings of those centuries, statues, marbles, cippus, 

or melting sheets, plates, medals and coins mentioned above, or also 

deteriorate them to such an extent that the images and written letters 

cannot be recognized, or finally conceal and keep them out of sight, not 

only will lose my favor, they will also experience the punishment that 

the case requires, and they deserve for their carelessness, neglect, or 

malice; and the persons of inferior condition shall incur in the penalties 

imposed by the Ordinance of Book 5, Title 12, Paragraph 5 to those 

who smelt coins; and because those people that find some ancient 

sheets, plates, medals and coins will want to sell them and reduce to 

common currency, the councils will be obliged to buy them and pay for 

them the just price, and shall send them immediately to the Secretary 

of the Academy who will show them to the Director and Censors who 

[in turn] will compensate the councils for their expense; 
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and so that this Alvará is entirely fulfilled as I ordain: I command the 

Chairman of the High Court of Justice, the Governor of the Court of 

Appeal of Porto, and the judges of the referred courts, magistrates of 

these cities, and the rest of the magistrates, auditors, purveyors, judges, 

lawyers, officers and people of my Kingdoms and Domains, that they 

fulfil and keep and enforce entirely as stated in it. And so that [this Law] 

is known to all, I order Doctor José Galvão de Lacerda of my Council 

and First Chancellor of my Kingdoms to publish this Law of mine in 

the Chancellery, and to send immediately letters with the contents of 

this Law with my seal to all the councils of the cities and villages of the 

Kingdom without exception whatsoever, and also to the recipients of 

lands, and to the magistrates, auditors of the districts, and to the same 

recipients who have not been visited by the magistrates, to whom I 

order to advertise it immediately in all the localities of their districts; 

and the Law will be registered in the books of laws of the Palace, High 

Court of Justice and Court of Appeal of Porto, where such laws are 

usually registered; and this [original] document will be kept in the Torre 

do Tombo [National Archives]. Brás de Oliveira made it in Western 

Lisbon on the 20th of August 1721. Manuel Galvão de Castel-Branco 

ordered it to be written. KING. 
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